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Why by Tintin44 | CC BY NC ND

What you would 
like to learn?

Cookies by Nicolas Karim | CC BY NC ND

What do you 
bring to share?
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1. Think about OER as part of 
your ELA instructional 
material toolkit.

2. Know how to locate and vet 
open resources.

3. Discuss strategies for effective 
adaptation and 
implementation of OER.
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Goals

https://www.flickr.com/photos/33399095@N00


Agenda

Why OER?

Locating ELA OER

Resource Needs and Review 
Instruments 

Reviewed OER Library

OER Adaptation and Next Steps
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Education is sharing knowledge

https://pixabay.com/en/apple-education-school-knowledge-256261/
https://pixabay.com/en/users/jarmoluk-143740/
https://pixabay.com/en/service/license/


Sharing by ryancr – CC BY NC

Educators love to share

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ryanr/142455033


Graphics | Pixabay License

All logos property of their respective owners

Today sharing looks different

https://pixabay.com/en/service/license/


Internet
Enables

Copyright
Forbids

Photo by geralt| Pixabay License
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Copyright sign by Horla Varian – CC BY

What’s protected by copyright?

BOOKS

SCRIBBLES

DOODLES

MOVIES

ARTICLES

MUSIC

BALLETS

PHOTOGRAPHS

SOFTWARE

PLAYS

SCULTPTURE

ARCHITECTURE

PAINTINGS

WEBSITES
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OER are…

Open Educational 
Resources (OER) 
reside in the public 
domain or have been 
released under an 
intellectual property 
license that permits 
their free use and 
re-purposing.

Beyond Definitions by opensource.com – CC BY SA

https://www.flickr.com/photos/opensourceway/6554315179/


OER are...

Beyond Definitions by opensource.com – CC BY SA

The 5 Rs:

Retain     Reuse     Remix     Revise     Redistribute

OER = Free + Permissions

Icons from OER Guidance for Schools, commissioned by Leicester City Council, produced by 

Björn Haßler, Helen Neo and Josie Fraser. Available under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/opensourceway/6554315179/
https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/services/planning-and-property/building-schools-for-the-future-bsf/open-education-for-schools/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


OER are not…

Photo by nickwheeleroz – CC NC SA

Any free resources on the 
internet FREE is not the same 
as OPEN.

Strictly digital resources 
OER is a license not a delivery 
platform.

A replacement for copyright
Open licenses are just a set of 
permitted uses that the 
copyright holder clarifies.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/7762644@N04


OER are not one specific type of resource

Spectrum of Pencils by designsbykari – CC BY NC

Image and audio resources

Books in the public domain

Video and audio lectures

Interactive simulations

Game-based learning programs

Lesson plans

Textbooks

Online course curricula

Professional learning programs

https://www.flickr.com/photos/designsbykari/5355360219/in/photolist-9aeCaX-9aeBSg-9ahLL3-9aeBKc-9ahM2N-g2K5mr-9aeC1T


Photo by The Dewolfs |  CC BY NC

Open Licenses

https://www.flickr.com/photos/foolswisdom/39471838
https://www.flickr.com/photos/foolswisdom
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


Current Problem

Do I have permission to…

Download and print this?

Make adaptations?

Share this with my colleagues?

Repost and distribute this 
material and any adaptations I make on 
a wider scale?

Who do I go to for answers to these 
questions? 



Open licenses put 
the “open” in OER 
and help avoid 
you becoming a 
copyright 
detective!

The Detective by Paurlan - CC BY

Avoid becoming a copyright detective

https://www.flickr.com/photos/paurian/3550755709


Open licenses define user permissions



Why OER?

Question Mark by Alexander Drachmann – CC BY SA

https://www.flickr.com/photos/drachmann/327122302/in/photostream/


OER enable cost shifts

With OER, content 
acquisition costs can be 
reduced, allowing schools 
to shift funds to other 
critical areas like 
professional learning or 
technology infrastructure.

Shift by Nick Aldwin | CC BY NC

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ninja999/4525643501
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ninja999
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


OER empower districts and encourage innovation

OER empower districts and 
teachers as creative professionals 
by giving them the ability to adapt 
and customize learning materials to 
meet the needs of their students.

Up by inallyourways| CC BY NC

https://www.flickr.com/photos/33734355@N08/3829584105
https://www.flickr.com/photos/timothygareth/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


OER promote equity

All students can have access to high quality learning materials 

that have the most up-to-date and relevant content because OER 

can be freely copied and distributed to anyone.

Equals by sandeep loomba | CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/68699647@N00/450631237/in/photolist-FPAY6-fwXLKA-aR8hgB-di9s4k-noSZQ9-dzERtK-aR7nGk-aR7yoP-wwej3B-6GxSvn-di9ryz-hv6CW6-aR6SEB-a2Vyue-aR7gxg-aR7LhX-p6XT9F-aQ6XLi-di9q3q-aR7YMB-aR7aUR-aR6F5P-aR7Hqn-evFLp2-p7cddY-aR84Ei-p6XU4X-7UXWC6-aR6YcV-aR8qVv-aR5t7p-dUPxtz-aR6K7v-4FZJD6-p6XSbt-7c19t6-poaVt-aR8k8K-aR7874-di9p1L-cycgq7-dBPsRy-2PjV7E-aR6mWe-aR7vbK-aR73Ek-dMUdyN-dB2y3f-aR8wFc-aR8Svk
https://www.flickr.com/photos/68699647@N00/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Photo by smwright |  CC BY NC

Finding Resources

https://www.flickr.com/photos/shnnnwrght/3235374199
https://www.flickr.com/photos/shnnnwrght
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


Internet Search Engines

Google Advanced Search

http://www.google.com/


OER Commons
https://www.oercommons.org/

OER Commons Washington Hub

https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/washington

Curriki

http://www.curriki.org/

OER Repositories

https://www.oercommons.org/
https://www.oercommons.org/
http://www.curriki.org/
http://www.curriki.org/


Supplemental ELA OER

https://achievethecore.org/category/411/ela-literacy-lessons
https://achievethecore.org/category/411/ela-literacy-lessons
https://www.loc.gov/
https://www.loc.gov/
https://betterlesson.com/common_core
https://betterlesson.com/common_core
http://edsitement.neh.gov/
http://edsitement.neh.gov/
https://www.weteachnyc.org/
https://www.weteachnyc.org/
https://www.arts.gov/partnerships/nea-big-read
https://www.arts.gov/partnerships/nea-big-read


Full Course or Supplemental ELA OER

https://sites.google.com/a/udel.edu/revised-bookworms-lessons/
https://sites.google.com/a/udel.edu/revised-bookworms-lessons/
https://www.engageny.org/
https://www.engageny.org/
https://www.unbounded.org/
https://www.unbounded.org/
http://openupresources.org/ela-curriculum/
http://openupresources.org/ela-curriculum/
https://www.coreknowledge.org/curriculum/language-arts/
https://www.coreknowledge.org/curriculum/language-arts/
https://learnzillion.com/resources/81666-english-language-arts-guidebook-units
https://learnzillion.com/resources/81666-english-language-arts-guidebook-units


Use one of the referenced sites 
to select a unit or lesson level resource.

Read through unit.

(print options available)

Icons from OER Guidance for Schools commissioned by Leicester City Council | CC BY

Activity: Find a resource

http://bit.ly/2j4L7xW

https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/services/planning-and-property/building-schools-for-the-future-bsf/open-education-for-schools/
http://www.leicester.gov.uk/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://bit.ly/2j4L7xW


It may be 
free but is 
it good?

Photo by jvleis |  CC BY SA

Evaluating Quality

https://www.flickr.com/photos/9555503@N07/5096020716
https://www.flickr.com/photos/9555503@N07
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


IMET Rubric (full course)

Math

ELA

EQuIP Rubrics (lessons and units)

Math

ELA

Science

Social Studies (WA adaptation)

Achieve OER Rubrics (lessons and activities)

all content areas

Evaluating Standards Alignment

http://achievethecore.org/page/783/instructional-materials-evaluation-tool-imet
http://achievethecore.org/page/783/instructional-materials-evaluation-tool-imet
http://www.achieve.org/EQuIP
http://www.achieve.org/EQuIP
http://www.achieve.org/publications/achieve-oer-rubrics
http://www.achieve.org/publications/achieve-oer-rubrics


Look at your resource through the lens of 
Dimension 2 of the EQuIP rubric.

Icons from OER Guidance for Schools commissioned by Leicester City Council | CC BY

Activity: Review a resource

https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/services/planning-and-property/building-schools-for-the-future-bsf/open-education-for-schools/
http://www.leicester.gov.uk/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Reviewed OER Library

http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/library/

Explore Existing Guidance
OSPI OER Review Results

https://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/library/
http://www.k12.wa.us/OER/Library.aspx
https://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/review/2014/report/OSPI_OER_Report_2014.pdf
https://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/review/2014/report/OSPI_OER_Report_2014.pdf
http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/library/


Louisiana Department of 
Education led an online review of 
instructional materials to 
determine the degree of 
alignment with state content 
standards

TIER 1 - EXEMPLIFIES QUALITY

TIER2 - APPROACHING  QUALITY

TIER 3 - NOT REPRESENTING 
QUALITY

Curricular Resources and Annotated Reviews

Explore Existing Guidance
Louisiana Department of Education

http://www.achieve.org/EQuIP
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/ONLINE-INSTRUCTIONAL-MATERIALS-REVIEWS/curricular-resources-annotated-reviews


http://www.edreports.org

Explore Existing Guidance
edreports.org

edreports

http://www.edreports.org/
http://www.edreports.org/


OER Commons

Curriki

Canvas Commons

Microsoft - OER Search

Google

Edmoto Spotlight

Amazon Inspire

Smarter Balanced Digital 
Library

OpenEd

Pinterest

State Repositories

Individual Developers

Teachers Pay Teachers

Better Lesson

Share My Lesson

Read Works

PBS Learning Media

This is only a small portion of the 
sites, repositories, and search 
engines out there that educators 
will use to find instructional 
materials of ALL license types. 

• Know your need

• Search critically

• Review with recognized rubrics 
for the evaluation of 
instructional materials

• Understand your level of 
permitted use



Except where otherwise noted, this work is licensed under
a Creative Commons Attribution License.

All logos and trademarks are property of their respective owners.

@waOSPI_OER

barbara.soots@k12.wa.us

molly.berger@k12.wa.us

OER Project Website

Sign up for newsletter

Contact Information

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:barbara.soots@k12.wa.us?subject=OER Inquiry
http://www.k12.wa.us/oer/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAOSPI/subscriber/new

